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ADDRESS AND APPEAL TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC.

On behalf of the representatives of the fourteen Churches eomposing
the Interchurch Conference, which, during the past two years, has held fre-
quent meetings for the consideration of the important subjeet of Marriage
and Divoree, we have been instructed to issue this first general address and
appeal.

I: is proposed to issue other appeals, as occasion may require, in the hope
that the influence of this representative Conference may be brought to
bear effectively upon ecclesiastieal and civil eourts and legislative bodies,
for the securing of better conditions and for the deliverance of the Church
and the State from impending evils,

Before any civil legislation can be enacted which will be operative, and
quite apart from the accord which wa are seeking to secure in the marriage
regulations of the Christian Churches, must come the leavening of the
minds of men and women which shall lift them foward a recognition of
the noblest diginities of life.

Tirst of all we plead for the cultivation of the grace of purity; for the
eareful guarding of children within the atmosphere of home by parents ;
and for the realization of the dignity of our physical nature lifted to such
high honor by the Incarnation.

We plead for a recognition of the sanctity of marriage. We are facing
a condition in our country to-day which threatens danger to the most
gacred things, The very sanctuary of human life and of human love is
agsaulted and profaned. Manhood, womanhood and childhood, the home
and the family, are involved ; and neither eivil legislation nor ecclesiasti-
¢al discipline can save them, until and unless the conscience of Christian
humanity is reached. Behind the monster of polygamy, behind the spectre
of the lax divorce Court, with its collusions, its eorruptions and its conta-
gion, stands the sad faet of the low ideal of marriage. It is true that the
element of mutual consent and the element of legal contract enter into it
but underneath and behind these, as the sure foundation, stands the reve-
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us in earnest effort, so that more and more the manhood, the womanhood
and the childhood of America may make itself heard and felt, in the deter-
mined purpose to stem the currents which are sapping the foundations of
all that is best and holiest and dearest in human life. Let us strive
unitedly for the things which are pure and true, for the sanctity of
marriage, for the permanence of the family, for the preservation of the
home, and for the perpetuity of the State.
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